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Geneva Grape Jamboree

61st Annual Miss Grapette Pageant
Official Contestant Application - 2026

Pageant Date: Saturday, September 19,2026 | Application Deadline: Saturday, September 12,
2026

Open to young ladies ages 4 through Grade 12 residing in Ashtabula, Lake, or Geauga County

CONTESTANT REQUIREMENTS

1. All contestants must be current residents of Ashtabula, Lake, or Geauga County.

2. Contestants must be female by birth, unmarried, and must remain unmarried
throughout their reign. Contestants and/or titleholders may not be pregnant or have a

child at any time during their reign.
3. Contestants may not have a criminal record or any pending criminal charges.

4. Each contestant will compete in the division corresponding to her age or grade level as

of September 19, 2026.

5. Each contestant is required to have a sponsor. The sponsor fee is $50.00 (non-

refundable) and will be acknowledged by the contestant during the pageant.

6. Contestants selected for the Miss Grapette Court may not currently hold any other
pageant title and may not compete in any other pageant during their reign. Royalty
members are permitted to compete for Homecoming or Prom Queen. Each contestant

may hold a title only once per age group.

7. Miss Grapette Court members will be required to purchase an official set of name
magnets at a cost of $40.00 to the Grape Jamboree. These magnets must be used during
all official appearances and travels. Payment is due no later than Tuesday, September

22,2026. (4-year-old contestants are exempt from this requirement.)



8. During Grape Jamboree weekend — Saturday, September 26, and Sunday, September
27,2026 — Miss Grapette and her court are required to dedicate their full participation
to the festival. No work commitments or sporting events are permitted on these dates.

(4-year-old contestants are exempt.)

9. All winners are required to attend the official royalty meeting accompanied by a

chaperone on Tuesday, September 22, 2026. (4-year-old contestants are exempt.)

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

10. Court members will make appearances at public gatherings, festivals, fairs, and
media engagements — including television and radio — as designated by the

Geneva Grape Jamboree.

11. Court members may not appear as Miss Grapette or a court member unless
accompanied by a Geneva Grape Jamboree representative, a designated
chaperone, or a parent — all appearances must be approved before the event by

the Miss Grapette Director.

12. Court members are expected to respect the judgment of and adhere to the rules

always established by their chaperone(s).

13. Court members, along with their parents and/or guardians, agree to release the
Geneva Grape Jamboree, its volunteers, and its committee officers from any
liability for damages, accidents, injuries, or losses occurring during their reign as

a titleholder or court member.

14. Any court member observed or reported by a reliable source to be in breach of
conduct may be dismissed from the court at the committee's discretion.

15. All court members must fulfill their requirements and complete all mandatory

events by September 26, 2027.



16. The entire Miss Grapette Court is required to attend the following year's Miss
Grapette Pageant to crown the new court, attend the Grape Jamboree weekend

festival, and attend the Queen's Brunch.

17.Minimum appearance requirements by division:

Qualifying events include, but are not limited to, parades, luncheons,
nursing home visits, and other community service activities.

4-year-old contestants are exempt from all appearance requirements.

(@]

Miss Grapette Court: 9 events

Jr. Miss Court: 7 events

o]

o]

Young Miss Court: 5 events

Little Miss Court: 4 events

O

18.1f a court member is unable to fulfill her commitments during the year, she must
relinquish her title to the next eligible contestant in line.

19. Scholarship awards: Miss Grapette Queen — $1,000.00; 1st Attendant —
$500.00; 2nd Attendant — $250.00. Scholarships are paid at the conclusion of
the reign. Cash prizes are awarded to the upper court only. Miss Grapette will

receive most of her luncheon meals free during official events.

PAGEANT GUIDELINES

20. Only the contestant may attend the judges' interview or access any restricted
backstage area. Little Miss, Young Miss, and Jr. Miss contestants must have one

female adult available to assist them during the pageant.

21. All judges are selected from outside the Geneva area. The judges' decisions are
final. The pageant committee does not participate in judging and does not have
access to judges or scoring materials. Score sheets will not be distributed

following the pageant.



22.Cell phone use by contestants is strictly prohibited on the day of interviews and
throughout the pageant. Violation will result in immediate disqualification. If a
contestant needs to be reached, please use the contact number on the rehearsal
sheet or speak with a committee member. Parents and chaperones assisting
backstage are also prohibited from using cell phones, including texting.
Absolutely no photography is permitted in any area where contestants are
changing.

23. Parents, guardians, and family members are expected to always conduct
themselves with respect and professionalism. Inappropriate comments or
gestures directed toward any contestant during rehearsals or the pageant will not

be tolerated.

24. Contestants will be scored on their interview, stage introduction, and formal wear
presentation. Miss Grapette contestants will perform a 2 to 3 minute presentation
about the career you hope to pursue. Jr. Miss contestants will not perform a skit

this year.

25.Miss Grapette and Jr. Miss Grapette finalists will be evaluated on their response

to an on-stage question.

26. All contestants who are not selected as finalists are required to remain and
participate for the duration of the pageant. Once finalists have been announced,

parents and guardians will no longer be permitted in the backstage area.

27. All contestants are required to wear black casual or dress full-length pants during
the first portion of the pageant. Capri pants, jeans, and athletic shoes are not

permitted. A pageant T-shirt will be provided.
28. Formal Wear Requirements:
o Ages 4 through Grade 2: A formal, fuli-length gown is required.
o Grades 3 through 5: A formal, full-length gown is required.

o Grades 6 through 12: A formal, full-length gown is required. Formal

jumpsuits are permitted.



o All divisions: No cut-out sides or backs; midriff and lower back must be
covered; no slits above the knee; no high-low, tea-length, or asymmetrical
hemlines. No flip-flops or sandals on stage. All attire must be age
appropriate. Points will be deducted for attire not meeting regulations;

contestants may be removed from the pageant.

29.Interview Attire:

o Grades K through 5: A dress, a neat school outfit, or a creative ensemble

is appropriate.
o Grades 6 through 12: Business attire is required.
o 4-year-old contestants will not participate in the interview.
30. Makeup Guidelines:
o Ages 4 through Grade 2: No makeup permitted.
o Grades 3 through 5: Light, natural makeup only.
o Grades 6 through 12: Makeup must appear natural and age appropriate.
o False/artificial eyelashes are not permitted in any division.
31. Hair: Wigs are not permitted. Small hair pieces or accessories are allowed.
32. Dental appliances (flippers/false teeth) are not permitted.
33. Spray tanning is strictly prohibited.
34. No visible tattoos or body piercings are permitted.

The Miss Grapette Pageant is not a beauty pageant or a glitz pageant.

The application deadline is Saturday, September 12, 2026. Completed applications may be

mailed or hand-delivered to:

Chrissy Jeppe
336 Vine Street

Geneva, Ohio 44041



A Miss Grapette Application basket is located on the front porch for drop-off convenience. For
questions, please contact us at missgrapette@grapejamboree.com. All checks must be made

payable to Geneva Area Grape Jamboree.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

Monday, September 14 — Geneva High School Auditorium, 1301 S. Ridge East
e 6:30 PM — Q&A Orientation Meeting (first-time contestants only)

e 7:00 PM -8:30 PM — Meeting and rehearsal for Grades 9 through 12 only

Tuesday, September 15 & Wednesday, September 16
® 5:30 PM -6:15 PM — 4-year-olds only
® 6:30 PM -7:15 PM — Grades K through 2

e 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM — Grades 3 through 8

Thursday, September 17
® 6:00 PM -7:30 PM — Ages 4 through Grade 5
e 7:30 PM -9:00 PM — Grades 6 through 12

Please note: Punctuality is required. Tardiness is not permitted.

Rehearsal dress code: Standard school dress code applies. Contestants are encouraged to

wear their dress shoes during rehearsal to practice walking on stage.




INTERVIEWS

Preliminary judging for all contestants will be held Saturday morning. Business attire is
recommended. Interview times will be shared by phone on Friday, September 11. Please

arrive early for your scheduled interview.

During the interview period, the senior court will select Miss Congeniality — awarded to a
fellow contestant who demonstrated exceptional friendliness and a supportive spirit. The

winner will be announced at the pageant.

Please check in at the auditorium for your interview and do not leave without collecting your

pageant T-shirt.
Important Reminders:

e No parents, friends, or guests are permitted to attend rehearsals or preliminary judging.

Parents are welcome to wait in the cafeteria during rehearsals.

® No one is permitted in the dressing room or hallways on the night of the pageant
without a proper wristband. Restricted areas are off limits during the pageant. No males

are permitted in backstage areas at any time.

PAGEANT NIGHT
Admission: All attendees, except for contestants, must purchase a ticket.
e Adults: $6.00 per ticket
e Children under 12: $4.00 per ticket
o The pageant is open to the public.
Schedule:
e 2:00 PM — Ticket sales begin
e 2:30 PM — Auditorium doors open
e 3:00 PM — Little Miss & Young Miss Pageant begins

e 6:30 PM — Miss & Jr. Miss Pageant begins



COVER SHEET

Name: Age:

Please add a current head shot here

Please take care to complete your application neatly. The interview is the most
heavily weighted component of your score. A head-shot photograph must be

included. Printed/computer-generated photographs are not accepted.




PERSONAL BIOGRAPHY

Please complete this application in dark ink pen only. Pencil is not permitted. Applications must be written

neatly, as they will be photocopied. lilegible or incomplete applications will not be accepted.

Sponsor's Business Name: Location:

First Name: Middle: Last:

Mailing Address: City:

Hometown: Zip Code:

Phone Number: Age:

Date of Birth: Grade:

School:

Email Address:




PERSONAL DESCRIPTION

Please list any clubs or organizations you participate in at school or church:

What extracurricular activities do you participate in (e.g. sports, dance, performing arts)?
List any local community service or volunteer activities you have participated in:

Hobbies and Interests:

Ambitions, future goals, and life aspirations (please respond in paragraph form; attach this

to your application — this information will be used during the pageant):



T-SHIRT SIZE

Each contestant will receive a complimentary pageant T-shirt. Please indicate your size and

submit with your application.

Youth Sizes S
Adult Sizes S

==
=

SIGNATURES

Contestant Acknowledgment

By signing below, I confirm that I have read, understand, and agree to abide by all rules and

requirements of Miss Grapette Pageant.

Note: 4-year-old contestants will not be interviewed by the pageant judges and are not required to make

appearances during Grape Jamboree weekend or travel throughout the year.

Printed Name:

Signature: Date:

For more information about Miss Grapette and her court, please visit our Facebook page: Miss Grapette Pageant.



